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Shuttlecocks 


e See the Appendix for black patches, lowest base-pointing leaflets near the stem, scales, and sori. 


Undivided Leaves 


* Here the leaves are like simple tongues. 


Hart’s-Tongue Fern - Widespread on walls and damp places, usually in spots very difficult to notice : e.g. canal path in 


wood toward EICA steps (very common on Canal slope from Craigpark opposite). 
. The fertile sori under the leaf are lines (2). 


Distinctive, formed of multiple undivided leaves (1,4), sometimes crinkly (especially when fertile 
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Asplenium scolopendrium 


Adder's Tongue - Rare : Linhouse Glen 1999, Kirknewton House 1994 & 1982. 


Distinctive. Solitary leaves (1), with a separate fertile shoot arising from its base (1,2). A very small fern that is easy to miss in grass! 
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Ophioglossum vulgatum 


¢ Here the leaves are a two-sided line of leaflets, like double-sided combs. 


Maidenhair Spleenwort (ssp quadrivalens) - Semi-Frequent on some walls in Ratho and beyond e.g. walls approaching 
EICA (on the canalside path and the unsurfaced track from Baird Rd). 


Distinctive, the leaflets being broad oblongs (1,2,5). The fertile sori under the leaves are groups of lines (2,3). 


Asplenium trichomanes subsp. quadrivalens 


Common Polypody - Frequent : Dotted widely around, sometimes in dense areas e.g. Canal slope to field E of 
Moorings, Canal Slope from Craigpark, Ratho Station (Harvest Road), Newbridge, Newbridge-Kirkliston path, Canal 


feeder stream, Kaimes Ridge, Hermiston, Almondell Country Park. 
Polypodies as a group are distinctive, with the leafy base broad and suddenly truncated (1,5). The young fertile sori are round not elliptic (2) later 
becoming brown (4). Intermediate Polypody can be found in Edinburgh, similar with the young sori (2) elliptic and the mature region of the leaf 


noticeably narrowing triangularly up the leaf (rather than being mostly parallel-sided). Compare next. 


Polypodium vulgare 


Hard Fern - Semi-Frequent : Nearby in e.g. Kirkliston (Pike's Pool E side), Calder Wood (esp. W parts), Linhouse Glen 


area. 
Might be mistaken for the prior, but the leafy base gradually tapers to the ground (4) (not wide and suddenly truncated); the fertile sori (2) are on 


distinct vertical leaves (1). The leaf surface is tough not weak (4). 
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Struthiopteris spicant = Blechnum spicant 


Moonwort - Rare : Greendyke’s Bing (top of). 
Distinctive. The fertile sori are on a spike (2,3,5) distinct from the leaves (1). 


Botrychium lunaria 


Multiply-Divided Leaves 


Wall Rue - Common on walls : e.g. Canalside wall approaching EICA. 


# 


Distinctive; rather variable in leaf density and shape (1,5). The fertile sori under the leaf are lines (2) though they may merge on maturity (3). 


Asplenium ruta-muraria 


Black Spleenwort - Rare : Wall on track to Climbing Centre, Canal slope from Craigpark. 

Might look like a young shuttlecock fern (next section) but the stalk bases and sometimes further along the underside are dark (2,3), the leaflets are 
distinctively shaped and sharp-toothed (2), the sori under the leaflets lines (2) and the length of the leafy part is double the width at the base (1,3). 
In exposed areas it is compact (1) but in shady leafy woods takes a long-stalked long-leafed airier form (3). 
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Asplenium adiantum-nigrum 


Bracken - Patchy : e.g. Canalside near Climbing Centre, Ransfield Road (woodland S of), Curriehill Road, Dalmahoy Hill 
& Kaimes Ridge, Calder Wood. 

Formed of solitary upright stems with leaf pairs branching off (1,5) (not a group of stems arising from a central point). It is clothed with hairs not 
scales (4) which when young are either white (5) or brown. The fertile sori under the leaves are edged around the leaflets but very rare to find. 
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Pteridium aquilinum 


Shuttlecocks 


Brittle Bladder-Fern - Rare : Canalside halfway to Clifton, Clifton Aquaduct structure, Linn’s Mill entrance wall. 


The leaflets are round-toothed (4) and the stems long and darkened (2,5). The fertile sort under the leaves look like scattered spots (2,4). 


Cystopteris fragilis 


Lady Fern - Common in shade e.g. canalside. 
Very frilly looking (1) and weak-leafleted. The leaflets are very toothy (2,4). The fertile sori under the leaves are formed from curved lines (2,3). It 


dies down early as winter approaches. 


Athyrium filix-femina 


Lady Fern (Red-Stemmed) - Sometimes met in places where the normal form would be. 
The same as the prior but with a dark reddish stem (1,2,4,5). 


Athyrium filix-femina (red) 


Male Fern - Common in shade or semi-open e.g. canalside. 
A bit similar to the prior but a little tougher and leaflets (2,3,5) less prominently toothed. The fertile sori under the leaf are round not linear and 
often may be quite cramped (2,3). Check there are no dark patches where the leaf parts meet the main stems (2, compare next). It dies down early 


as winter approaches. 


Dryopteris filix-mas 


Western Scaly Male Fern - A couple in most shaded areas. 
Notable from a distance by the very scaly stems (1,4), the base down-pointing leaflets by the stem are half-joined (3, appendix), the fertile sori 
under the leaf tend to stay unburst (2). The leaflets are somewhat plasticky and usually untoothy (3). The leafage meets each stem with a darkened 


join (3, appendix). It dies down rather late if at all, often enduring the weather or getting half-battered. 
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Dryopteris affinis subsp. affinis 


Borrer’s Scaly Male Fern - Common in shade e.g. Canal slope from Craigpark and opposite side. 

The leafage meets each stem with a darkened join (appendix); the base down-pointing leaflets closest to the stem are quite lobey and unjoined to 
the stem (i.e. stalked) (3, appendix); the fertile sori under the leaves break open early on (2), the stem bases can be quite long and lose most their 
scales early (4), the leaflets are weaker than the prior (5) and the plant dies down earlyish in winter, when it can look like a heap of dead or almost 
dead leaves, although it can survive better in sheltered spots. 


Dryopteris borreri 


Narrow Scaly Male Fern - Uncommon : Nearby on Kaime’s Ridge and behind Airport, probably elsewhere. 


Narrow and dishevelled in its leaves (1,3) the leaves die down early as winter approaches. The dark join to the stem is present (appendix). 


Dryopteris cambrensis 


Broad Buckler-Fern - Common in shade. 
Often with a bluish-green look when mature, the main divisions of the leaf are broad-based (1,5) and the leaflets curl-toothed (2,3). The scales have 


dark centres, resulting in the uncurling crozier looking quite dramatic (4). 


Dryopteris dilatata 


Hard Shield Fern - Dotted about in Ratho and beyond : Canal slope from Craigpark, Baird Road streamside SE of M8 
bridge, woods behind Norton Hotel, Gogarstone Golf Club, Clifton (riverside NE by Aquaduct), Newbridge-Kirkliston 
path, Almondell Country Park. 


A tough-looking fern often rather one-sided and leaning (1,5), the leafy part narrows gradually down the stem (3) and the leaflets are rather rombic 


(usually less than a right-angle at base) and weakly spine-tipped (2). 
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Polystichum aculeatum 


Soft Shield Fern - Frequent : Ratho (Slopes down from Craigpark Cala to canal and opposite), Harvest Road (by sludge 
pools), Newbridge-Kirkliston path, Gogarburn (at Golf Course, RBS, Gogar Station Road), Linhouse Glen, Almondell 


Country Park; cultivars sometimes planted (Freelands Road, A8 at RBS). 

Less tough than the prior, also with weakly spined leaflets (2,3), the bases of the leafage are wide and suddenly truncate (1). The mature leaflet 
bases are usually wider than a right-angle (2) but in some may not be (5). 
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Polystichum setiferum 


Lowland Hybrid Shield Fern - Occasional Spontaneously : Newbridge-Kirkliston path, Clifton Almondside 


Has a mixture of characteristics of the above two, sometimes giant in form (4). 


Polystichum x bicknellii 


Ostrich Fern - Rare : Kirkliston (Pepper Wood) 


The leaflets are untoothed (4) and under the leaves the leaflets close to the stem project (2); the fertile sori are on separate spikes that arise from 
the centre of the plant (3). 


Matteuccia struthiopteris 


Appendix 


¢ Features are arrowed 


Blackened Stem Joins 

This is present on the three Scaly 
Male-Ferns; it is visible above and 
beneath, and may be quite 
pronounced or sometimes faint. 


Lowest down-pointing leaflet 
beside stem 


Scales 


These can be large or small, dense 
or very sparse, sometimes no more 
than occasional flecks. 


Sori 

The circles and lines leaves at the 
right season that start green, turn 
dark, and usually burst open. 


